BYRON A. ELLIS

- It is interesting to examine the Million
Man March, to be held October 16, 1995, in
Washington, DC, spearheaded by Muslim
leader, Louis Farrakhan and former NAACP
leader, Benjamin Chavis.

The intended purpose is to atone Black
men, to obtain political and economic power
and originally all Black women, and others,
were excluded from participation.

- Lately, however, adjustments have been
made and a small number of Black women
(four) are allowed to participate. The
remaining Black women have been
justructed to stay home with the kids and to
take part in the “day of absence”.

: The “day of absence” is for those who
‘cannot, or are not allowed to, attend the
march in Washington. According to the
organizers it is a major exercise of Black
power led by the excluded Black women. On
the “day of absence” the excluded Black
women, and men unable to attend, are urged
to abstain from work and forgo income for

that day. They are also requested not to
spend any money on that day.

The ability to mobilize a million men, of
any ethnicity, is indeed a great feat. And will,
more likely than not, if successful, concede
marginal political power to the organizers,
Farrakhan and Chavis.

On the other hand, the achievement of
atonement and economic power appear far
more elusive and it is not instantaneously
observable. -

Of course, if the march is a failure there
will be no gain for either of these men.
Hence, the risk to Chavis is great. Farrakhan,
however, will still have his supporters.

The benefit of the march is unclear. It is
unlikely that Blacks participating are in need
of atonement. It is more likely than non-
participating Blacks will be the ones in need
of atonement. Furthermore, it is difficult to
envision economic power emanating from
the march, rather a climate for unwanted
outcomes may be created.

The average cost for attending the march
may be a high as $130 per person, if
transportation, lodging and meal are
included. However, let’s half that figure, and

say that the average cost per person to attend”

is $65.

If, truly, a million men and the four
women are present then the tatal cost of the
march is $65,000,26G.00. This cost excludes
lost earnings from the attendees work.

What if Farrakhan and Chavis instead of

‘physical mobilization opted for a yearly

imaginary mobilization? All those
individuals willing to go to. Washington and
those willing to participate in the “day of
absence” would do neither. Instead, the
monies that would have been spent on the
trip and the incomes that would have been
lost from being absent from work, are
deposited in a not-for-profit Black financial
clearing house. It is potcntially possible that
every year this could be funded by Blacks at
arate of over $65 million.

The function of this clearing house would
be to fund, through loans, ventures that are
potentially profitable within the Black
community. Another function of the clearing
house would be to deposit funds into inner
city Black owned financial institutions. The
purpose of these deposits would be to
facilitate loans at the grass root level and to
help the growth of Black financial

‘institutions. A third function would be to

educate Black investors and consumers as to
the importance of savings and the steps
required to achieve the discipline to save.

Blacks must rethink their strategic
approach to the problems that have plagued
the community. Marching will not bring
economic growth, will not increase the
standard of living and most of all will not
improve morality.

Rather, the unintended outcomc is to
heighten the seeds of hate, blame and
mistrust. The perceived benefits from the
march, if any, are illusory, not lasting. and
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merely emotional. Moreover, strategies used
in the past are seldom applicable to the
present or the future. - )

What is the benefit of marching? What
will change on October 17, the day after the
march? Will the participants and the
community at large be better off? Will
violence-erupt at the march? Will lives be
lost?.

The march is unlike to produce any
tangible benefits, and this is not a secret.
However, the community, thus far, has no

- viable solution to crime and poverty.

Therefore, any demonstration to address
theseills is better than none.

As a result, marching is perceived to be
better than doing nothing. Nonetheless, the
best demonstration against crime and poverty
is savings and investment.

Byron A. Ellis is a frequent contributor
and a free lunce writer.


Pamela Ellis
Pencil




