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ith the anticipated electronic
[ explosion, it is important for
African Americans, especially

young students, to begin experimenting with
electronic communication. More importantly,
however, it is essential for businesses that
generate cominunity news, civic facilitators,
and grass root organizations to have access to
the electronic netwek, whereby information
relevant to the community can be gathered
and disseminated expeditiously.

The ability to access, and act on, a large
array of information is important to improve
productivity and to capitalized on
opportunities. Presently, there are a number of
commercial online services, such as
CompuServe, America On Line, Prodigy,
Delphi and others, that can be accessed with a
computer, modem and applicable
communication software. Few of these,
however, include topics dealing with the
African-American community.

Online systems provide a variety of

information, such as news and weather
reports, financial and travel information,
electronic mail (shopping), e-mail, forums,
databases, encyclopedias, etc. Many forums

" and bulletin boards cater to specific topics or

individuals.

A Bulletin Board Service (BBS) catering
to African Americans would link interested
parties throughout the U.S. and the world. It
could provide-information on jobs, business
opportunities, grass root movements, political
empowerment, and most of all, it could
provide a forum for community ideas and
solutions. For example, students can form on-
line study groups, enhancing their ability to
learn; likewise businesses can establish
forums to network and discuss opportunities.

A mini BBS can be set up with a Mac or
PC as the host computer. Authorized users
may call in to read, transfer files, perform
maintenance operations and change
passwords. Usually, two levels of security can
be provided; restricted and unrestricted.

FirstClass, from SoftArc Inc., is multi-
platform electronic communication system
featuring e-mail, conferencing, CD-ROM data
access and other features. A 1000 telecom
user license with command and window
interfaces, and a FirstClass server can be
acquired for under $500, provided it is used as
a public, not-for-profit, online service.

Local news organizations should be
encouraged to usher the community into the
electronic highway. And, the community
should be instructed on the most-economical
methods of hardware and software
acquisition. : ;

Certainly, for many, the hardware and
software cost to access the information
highway may seem unsurmountable; but this
may not be as costly as it appears. Since,
secondary markets for used equipment are
readily. available and the price of used
equipment is affordable. Used computers and
peripheral are listed in the classified section of
many newspapers and computer magazines.

An economical used computer and modem is
a good beginning. Some used units are priced
below $250.

A diligent effort must be made, by all, to
prevent this new technology from bypassing
the community. Local churches and other
organizations interested in the development of
the community, and African-American youths
in particular, ought to consider setting up
computer labs with access to Internet, in an
effort to facilitate the flow of information
within the community. Additionally, local
public institutions such as Universities,
especially those funded by the public, should
be encouraged to provide community” access
to their computer labs.

Internet is a global cooperative network
with over 29 million 29 people, across 114
countries, tied to 21 million computers and 23
thousand databases. Through Internet, instant
access to millions of people and institutions,
such as Universities, Congress, National
Institute of Health, businesses, is possible; in

addition, Stock reports, E-mail, and other
features are readily available.

" Access to Internet is free. The International
Internet Association (ITA), which is a
collection of engineers, individuals, and
corporations dedicated to the free flow of
information without regard to position or
affiliation, works diligently to ensure that all
sectors of society have the opportunity to take
part in the world of tomorrow. They provide
free Internet access to anyone with a computer
and modem anywhere in the world.
Furthermore, the IIA is also interested in

eliciting community support to form local

chapters of HA. -

" Requests to begin a local chapter may be
submitted on-line via the TA gopher forum
User Information or via E-mail at:
Maximillian D. Robbins, executive director,
max @iia.org. Their mailing address is
International Internet Association, Suite 852,
2020 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, ‘Washington,
D.C. 20006.




