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There Is Only One That Is Good
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The Webster's dictionary defines terror as "a state of intense fear," and as "violence (as bombing)
committed by groups in order to intimidate a population or government into granting their demands."
Accordingly, the dictionary's definitions associate terror with insurrection and revolution. Additionally, it
defines terrorism as "the systematic use of terror especially as a means of coercion.

However, terror is more than physical violence, it also psychological and economical violence. For
instance, slavery and racial discrimination terrorizes the target group. It affects the target group
psychologically and economically. Therefore, the manifestation of terror is multidimensional.

Nevertheless, although many lives were lost due to the barbaric act of slavery and the ruthless
acquisition of Native American land, we did not label the violence perpetrated against Africans and
Native Americans terrorism or evil. Our language, therefore, is not consistent.

According to the Whorfian hypothesis language shapes our thought processes and the way we see the
world. Thus, many politicians and pundits use language to create thought. In essence, language can be
use to confuse and deceive the populous.

For instance, why is not all violence terror? When in reality, all violence in any form is terror, whether
perpetrated by individuals or governments. However, the perpetrators of violence always attempt to use
language to rationalize and justify their actions. Moreover, often they dehumanize the target. And, some
even use God to justify their actions. In fact, they tend to believe that God is with them and not with the
adversary. Even Hitler and Bartolomé de las Casas used God to frame their atrocities

Thus, it is important to understand what is evil. Evil is a spirit. Anyone that violates the will of God
possesses the spirit of evil. The apostle Paul (Rom. 3:23) tells us that all fall short of the will of God.
Therefore, when we call others evil, with the intention of labeling ourselves good, we become like the
father of lies. Christians, therefore, must no allow themselves to be deceived and should recall that
anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; but whoever
continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son, see 2 John 1:7-11.

Therefore, when we seek vengeance, we refute Jesus' teachings. For instance, in Matthew 5:38-39,
Jesus states "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' But I tell you, do not
resist an evil person." Jesus also commands us to love our enemies and to pray for those that persecute
us (Matt. 5:44 & Lk. 6:27). Thus, how do Christians reconcile vengeance with Christ's commandments?
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Clearly, when we thirst for vengeance, we are not doing God's will. And, when we do not do God's will,
we are doing the deceiver's will. So, how can we call ourselves good and our adversary evil? Perhaps,
our leaders are following the revisionist's view that there is "just violence." That is, some theologians
have erroneously concluded that there are "just wars." Thus, they fabricate justifications to commit
atrocities. Their predecessor, Bartolomé de las Casas in his encyclical to the papacy also fabricated false
claims. He indicated that Africans had no souls and could be used for slave work in America.

Evil is the opposite of the will of God. Thus, when public officials use vengeance as an instrument of
governance they are not doing the will of God. Moreover, they are being deceitful when they proclaim
that we are good and the adversary is evil. Truly, there is only one that is good (Matt. 19:7).
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